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As Sonora’s sole surviving parent following
the death of her mother, Mr. Smart made
great sacrifices for his daughter and raised
her with courage, selflessness, and abiding
love. To enable all Americans to participate
in paying special tribute to their fathers,
President Calvin Coolidge first recognized
Father’s Day in 1924.

During childhood, boys and girls look to
their fathers for a sense of security, warmth,
attention, patience, and understanding. As
young people mature, their fathers con-
tribute to their spiritual, emotional, physical,
financial, and social well-being. In reaching
adulthood, men and women alike are en-
riched immeasurably by the wisdom of their
fathers as they pursue careers, start families,
and take active roles in the community.

For boys and girls raised without a father
in the home, the challenges can be great.
Seventy-five percent of American children
raised in a one-parent household will experi-
ence poverty before they turn 11 years old,
compared to only 20 percent of children in
families with two parents. Children in homes
where the father is absent are more likely
to be suspended from school or to drop out,
be treated for an emotional or behavioral
problem, become suicidal as adolescents, or
become victims of child abuse or neglect.

As a society, we must support fathers in
fulfilling their responsibilities to their fami-
lies, which may include not only biological
or adopted children, but also stepchildren or
foster children. Fathers must be prepared to
nurture and care for their sons and daugh-
ters, and to do so in the context of a strong
and committed marriage. To promote re-
sponsible fatherhood, my Administration has
proposed providing financial support to com-
munity and faith-based organizations that
help fathers and to programs that strengthen
marriage and promote successful parenting.
We also propose funding to support the ex-
pansion of ongoing State and local father-
hood initiatives and helping community
groups that try to provide young men with
role models.

Our society must strive to produce a gen-
eration of men who are ready to become the
best possible fathers. Let us set a good exam-
ple for America’s sons by valuing the respon-
sibility and importance of fatherhood. Let us

also honor and be thankful for the caring,
decent, and hardworking fathers who make
such a tremendous difference in the lives of
their children and families.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with a joint resolution of the
Congress approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C.
109), do hereby proclaim June 17, 2001, as
Father’s Day. I encourage all Americans to
express love and respect for their fathers, as
well as appreciation for the vital contribu-
tions of fathers to families and to society. I
direct the appropriate officials of the Govern-
ment to display the flag of the United States
on all Government buildings on this day. I
also call upon State and local governments
and citizens to observe this day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 19.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by
President Kwasniewski in Warsaw
June 15, 2001

Mr. President, and Madam Kwasniewski,
Mr. Prime Minister and Madam Buzek, dis-
tinguished guests, many of whom sacrificed
for freedom. Laura and I are grateful for this
great day—it’s been a great day in Poland—
and for this good company. You’ve made us
feel most welcome.

I bring with me the affectionate greetings
of the American people. Poland has a special
place in our hearts, not just in places like
Pana Maria, Texas, or Warsaw, Alabama, or
Pulaski, Tennessee. Americans understand
that we owe a lot to Poland. It has even been
claimed that the old Polish game—an old
Polish game was the earliest inspiration for
baseball. [Laughter] If that’s true, I owe
more than most. [Laughter]
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Today, our friendship is based upon a
shared heritage and a hope for the future.
When my father came to Warsaw in 1989,
he declared that the cold war that began in
Poland could end in Poland. Poles won their
freedom with courage and determination.
Americans from President Reagan to Presi-
dent Bush to President Clinton walked
alongside you. Hope became reality. And Po-
land knows that when that happened, the
world turned right side up.

Poland became a mature democracy. Long
a friend to America, we now proudly call you
Ally. Yours is a moving story, and only you
will ever know how difficult it was to write.

Mr. President, the United States greatly
admires the leadership you have dem-
onstrated these past 6 years. You understand
that building a better future sometimes en-
tails coming to grips with the past, even if
that past is uncomfortable to some. America
understands the value of reconciliation, of
overcoming old divisions. History looks well
upon such leadership.

Mr. Prime Minister, the United States is
deeply appreciative of your service to your
country and to the cause of freedom. You
understand that building a better future re-
quires hard choices. The reformer is rarely
rewarded and often criticized but then moves
ahead with reform, nonetheless. History is
kind to this type of leader, as well.

This week I’ve spoken to many leaders
from across Europe about the challenges of
unity and open commerce and peace. I am
here today because America is convinced
that we can meet those challenges in partner-
ship with a strong and free Poland. We know
we can count on Poland to remain true to
its best traditions of tolerance, compromise,
and determination that have brought you so
far and so fast.

We know we can count on Poland to keep
reaching out to its neighbors, showing them
the way and helping them help themselves.
We know we can count on Poland to con-
tinue its reforms. And Poland can count on
America. We are in Europe to stay, because
we know the danger of retreating behind the
false security of an ocean.

Together, our countries know what faith,
commitment, and integrity can build. Our
partnership is going to last a long time, always

mindful of where we have been; always mov-
ing forward to build the future we know we
want, the future we know we can achieve.

My toast is for a free Poland, its leadership,
and the courageous souls who made it hap-
pen.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. at the
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he referred
to Jolanta Kwasniewski, wife of President
Aleksander Kwasniewski, and Ludgarda Buzek,
wife of Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 9
The White House announced that the

President declared a major disaster in Texas
and ordered Federal aid to supplement State
and local recovery efforts in the area struck
by Tropical Storm Allison beginning on June
5 and continuing.

June 10
In the morning, the President traveled

from Crawford, TX, to Washington, DC.
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.

Bush hosted a White House reception for
the Ford’s Theatre gala on the State Floor
at the White House.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush attended the Ford’s Theatre gala at
Ford’s Theatre.

June 11
In the morning, the President met with

Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong of Singapore
in the Oval Office.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Madrid, Spain, arriving the
following morning.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Franklin L. Lavin to be Ambas-
sador to Singapore.
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